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Golden Jubilee Celebration at Dharmapuri

"~ Pro-Life way of'the Cross at Selliampatti

Feast Mass at Minor Seminary
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity in Risen Christ,

Holy Mother Church celebrates the most significant event in
human history - the Resurrection of Jesus Christ! On 05t April
2026 Easter Sunday, we rejoice in the truth that Jesus, who was
crucified on the cross, has risen from the dead.It's a celebration
of joy, hope, and new life.

As we approach the Holy Trilogy of Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Easter, let's reflect on the love and sacrifice of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Maundy Thursday reminds us of Jesus' humility and service, 'l
have set you an example that you should do as I have done for
you' (John 13:15). He washed the feet of his disciples, instituted
the Eucharist, and prayed for unity.

Good Friday calls us to contemplate the suffering and death of
Jesus on the cross, 'It is finished" (John 19:30). It shows his
obedience to the Father's will and love for humanity. The wounds
of Christ are a powerful reminder of his sacrifice:hands and feet
pierced for us (John 20:25)Side pierced, blood and water flowed
(John 19:34)Head crowned with thorns (Matthew 27:29)Back
scourged and beaten (Matthew 27:26)

These wounds show us God's love and mercy.

Easter celebrates the resurrection of Jesus, "He is risen, he is not
here" (Mark 16:6), this is our salvation, and the promise of eternal
life. This is the foundation of our Easter joy!

The resurrection brings us: Hope in times of sorrow- Joy in times
of trial Peace in times of uncertainty-New life in Christ.

The priesthood plays a vital role in continuing Jesus' mission, "As
the Father has sent me, I also send you" (John 20:21). Let's pray
for vocations to the priesthood and religious life, "Pray therefore
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the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest'
(Matthew 9:38). May families support and encourage their loved
ones to answer God's call.

Let's reflect on the importance of priesthood:Priests bring Christ
to us through sacraments.They guide and shepherd us on our
journey.They pray for us and with us.May we support and pray
for our priests, that they may be faithful servants of God.

Easter joy is for all! Let's share this joy with others:

» Reach out to someone lonely

» Forgive and reconcile with others

» Celebrate with family and friends

» Spread the Good News of Jesus' resurrection
May the wounds of Christ remind us of his love, and may his
resurrection fill our hearts with joy and hope. Alleluia!

May the risen Christ be our hope, our joy, and our strength.
Happy Easter!

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, We thank You for the gift of Jesus and His
resurrection. May the truth of Easter fill our hearts with joy, our
minds with wonder, and our lives with obedience.In Jesus' name,
we pray. Amen.

With my prayers and apostolic blessing,

% Lawrence Pius, D.D.,
Bishop of Dharmapuri
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BISHOP’S DESK

1. Common Collections:Let me remind you of the Christmas
Collection 2025, and the collection for Holy Childhood
(February). Holy Thursday, Good Friday collections of 2026
which are to be remitted to the Procurator. This is to show our
solidarity with the universal Church.

2. Congratulations to all the Parish Priests: Sincere
appreciations and congratulations to all the parish priests and
the VFs for taking efforts to conduct Way of the Cross,
Pilgrimage, Retreat at the Parish/Vicariate level during this
Lenten season which strengthened the people spiritually!

3. Reminder of the Paschal Duty: The Paschal Season is a
season of highly fruitful pastoral activity. Let me remind all the
parish priests of the Paschal duty of visiting all the families and
blessing the houses. This is a duty of prime importance.

4. Vocation Camp: The Vocation Camp for our diocese is to be
held on 25 - 26™ April, 2026 at Don Bosco Matric Higher
Secondary School, Krishnagiri. Kindly send boys who have
completed X std & XII std. Also youngsters who have completed
any degree courses for the Camp. I earnestly request all the parish
priests and heads of the institutions to take extra care regarding
the prime duty to foster good vocations for priesthood as our
diocese is in dire need of priests.

5. First Holy Communion & Confirmation: The Parish Priests
who would like to have the Sacrament of the First Holy
Communion and Confirmation in the parishes kindly contact me
in advance and make the necessary arrangements. A group of 12
and above is sufficient for good catechetical preparation and
celebration of confirmation. Kindly make use of the summer
holidays of the schools for the preparations.
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6. Heads of the Institutions: Admission of all the catholic
children in catholic Schools is the policy of the CBCI and
National CRI It is important that all the catholic educational
institutions come forward to execute this policy voluntarily.
Hence, I remind all the heads of the catholic schools in the
diocese of Dharmapuri to admit all the catholic children who
seek admission in catholic schools run by the Diocese or by
Religious Congregations. Priority should be given to them in the
selection of groups of study and in hostel or boarding facilities if
available.

7. Vacation Bible School: As in the past, parish priests are
encouraged to conduct VBS in their parishes for children. This
way the children will spend their summer holidays usefully. The
parents also will be happy about it.

8. Hunger and Disease: A special collection for the CAMPAIGN
AGAINST HUNGER AND DISEASE during Lent. Parish priests,
the heads of the institutions and religious are kindly requested to
take special effort to increase the customary collections of the
campaign against Hunger and Disease during Lent. The faithful
should be properly motivated for a generous contribution in this
campaign which is a practical and concrete expression of
practicing penance. The amount collected is to be remitted to Fr.
Mariappan, Director, DSSS at the earliest to be forwarded to
Caritas India to help eradicate poverty and misery of the Poor,
especially of the African countries.
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BISHOP’S PROGRAMME - APRIL 2026

Date & Day

Time

Programme

April 20 Thursday

6.00 pm

Maundy Thursday Mass, Sipcot

April 31 Friday

7.30 am

Way of the Cross,Divine Nager

5.30 pm

Good Friday service, Hosur

April 4t Saturday

10.30 pm

Easter Vigil Mass, Cathedral

April 5t Sunday

9.00 am

Easter Mass, Selliampatti

April 8t Wednes

3.00 pm

Laity Seminar,Bommidi

April 9th Thursday

4.00 pm

Education Council,Bishop’s House

April 10t Friday

8.30 pm

Pascha,Kovilur

April 11t Saturday

10am to
4pm

Election Awareness Meeting,
Tirchirapalli

April 12t Sunday

06.30 am

Mass,Kovilur

10.00 am

Feast Mass,Belakeri

03.00 pm

Laity Seminar,Denkanikottai

April 14t Tuesday

10.30 am

St.Antony’s Feast Mass,Dasarapally

03.00 pm

Laity Seminar,Cana Retreat Center

April 15t Wednes

10.00 am

Senate Meeting,Bishop’s House

April 16t Thursday

06.00 pm

Mass,Chennai

April 17t Friday

08.30 pm

Pascha,B.Pallipatty

April 18t Saturday

10.00 am

Diocesan Pastoral Council,Pastoral Center

04.00 pm

Laity Seminar,Pastoral Center

April 19t Sunday

10.30 am

Talk to Couples,Divine Nagar

03.00 pm

Laity Seminar,Hosur

April 251 Saturday

10.30 am

Mass - Vocation camp,Krishnagiri

06.00 pm

Mass,Chennai

April 26 Sunday

09.00 am

Mass - 30t Anniversary of Fr.Christopher,
Mathigiri

03.00 pm

Wedding Mass of Niece,Chennai

April 29t Wednes

06.00 pm

Feast Mass,Veppampatty

April 30t Thursday

07.30 am

Feast Mass,Viriyur
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SURPLUS MASS INTENTIONS 2026

Month Month
Sl. Parish Jan-Feb 26 |March-April 26
No. No.of No.of
Mass Amount Mass Amount

1 |Adaikalapuram
2 |Averipalli
3 |[Bagalur
4 | Bargur (Kottur)
5 |B.Pallipatti 325/ 50250
6 |Bommidi 80 12000
7 |Biligundu
8 [Christupalayam
9 |Dasarapalli 64 8900
10 [Denkanikottai 36 5400 67 10050
11 Dinnur/

Gobachandiram
12 Divine Nagar 100{ 15000
13 Dharmapuri 168| 25200
14 |Elathagiri
15 Harur
16 Hosur 720/ 108000
17 |Kadagathur 30 4500
18 |Kathanpallam
19 |Kaveripattinam
20 |[Kandikuppam
21 [Kelamangalam
22 |Kethampatti
23 |[Kempathpalli
24 [Krishnagiri 500] 75000
25 |Kovilur 150/ 22500/ 200 30000
26 |Mathagondapalli 171 25650
27 |Mathigiri
28 |Nellimarathupatti
29 |Onnalvadi 21 3150
30 |Ootamalai
31 |Palacode/Savadiur
32 |Pappiredipatti 3 450
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33

Pochampalli

34

Poolapatti

40

6000

35

Pushpagiri

20

2400

36

Rayakottai

37

Selliampatti

38

Sesurajapuram

370

55500

39

Shoolagiri

40

Sollepuram

41

Sipcot

270

40500

42

Sundampatti

43

Thandarai

44

Thenkaraikottai

40

6000

45

Uthangarai

46

Vepampatti

47

Visuvasampatti

48

Cana Retreat Centre

49

Anbalaya Retreat

Centre,Denkanikottai

763

105060

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS =1.2.2025 TO 25.12.2025

-g n | > Q %‘ %
55 3ifs |55 55 |3s|f.g8iE
Parishes |ZE8 |[S83=3 |58 |28 o ETSYBY
O |82 8= |5 |65 £ |[EEJocx
>© |=E 5o+ 2N » — oo 8 9508
2 S L 3
o
Adaikalapuram 850| 500] 3,500 10,000
Averipalli
Bagalur 100 1,250] 6,800] 200] 4,100 150{ 700, 1200
Bargur (Kottur)
B.Pallipatti 1,500{ 4,000] 15,000{ 1,200 37000] 1200| 1000 4500
Bommidi 1,000[ 1,500] 4,500] 500] 15,000 500{ 500 1,800
Billigundu 300] 750, 2,000 660/ 2,000
Christupalayam | 1,500/ 3,000] 4,000] 2,000[ 33000/ 2,000{ 2,500, 4500
Dasarapalli 1,500 3,450] 9,200] 1,250] 35,500 1250 2500
Denkanikottai 2,500 2,000/ 7,000 1,800 45570, 1800] 1600 3100
Dinnur/
Gobachanthiram 500 4,000] 8,000 6,000
Divine Nagar 3,000[ 3,000] 10,000/ 2000, 100000] 1000{ 1000 2000
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-gl.r>.%)u -§I.D §|.n o S0 gq,u'g w%%ﬁ
Parishes §§§§§§¢§ %g §§§ §§§E%’§’<'§§
=28 LN 82 | sQ |SaS|FLI5"ZLES
Dharmapuri 5,000{ 8,000] 27,000[ 8,000] 1,80,000 5000, 5000
Elathagiri 5,000{ 7,000/ 14,0000 2,500[ 1,75,180] 5500 11000{ 12500
Harur 1,500] 1,500] 2,000 500 500
Hosur 5,000{12,000| 26,000 5,000| 3,28,650, 5000{ 10000 10000
Kadagathur 400/ 1,000 2,0000 400] 25,000f 500 500 1000
Kathanpallam 2,000] 1,600 7,400 36,600
Kaveripattinam 500/ 2150] 1970] 500 4,500 1,000 1000
Kandikuppam 5,000{ 5,000/ 40,000
Kelamangalam 460| 2,000
Kethamapatti 1,000] 1,000] 4,000[ 1,000, 20,000] 1,000{ 3,000{ 3,000
Kempathpalli 300 3500
Krishnagiri 7,200{13,800] 19,0007 3,000] 2,50,000] 2500{ 2500{ 20000
Kovilur 3,150 4,200, 8,300, 3,500[ 41,000/ 3,150( 10,000 5000
Mathagondapalli| 1500/ 1,500] 10,000 1,500{ 19,100] 1500] 1500] 2000
Mathigiri 500/ 1000] 2000{ 1000{ 25,000, 1000] 1000] 2000
Nellimarathupatti 500/ 1,000] 1,000 250] 15,900 500, 500 1500
Onnalvadi 500 500] 500[ 500{ 10,000 5007 500 1000
Ootamalai 600 300] 400
Palacode 500] 27,480 500] 1500 2500
Pappiredipatti 300 200 250 200 1500 200{ 250 300
Pochampalli 350 5,000
Poolapatti 500( 1,500 3,500[ 500 5100 500 600 2000
Pushpagiri 300, 800] 1000 400 4000 300 350 400
Rayakottai 300 300 600 500 6000] 500, 1000 1000
Savadiyur 500/ 1,000] 3,000
Selliampatti 2,000] 5,000( 25,000, 2,000[ 50,000 2,000{ 2,000 5000
Sesurajapuram | 2,000/ 3,000 6,000 2,500 50,000 3000{ 3000 3000
Shoolagiri 500 1,000] 1,500f 500 3,500 500 1000
Sollepuram 500/ 1,500] 1,500 10,000
Sipcot 3,500/ 10,000( 45,000 45001 338550| 5000/ 5500 20000
Sundampatti 300( 2,250 7,953| 1,000 33,310 3,000
Thandarai 200 200] 500[ 200 1,150
Thenkaraikottai 300 500 700 500F 21,888 300 500 1,200
Uthangarai 1,000[ 1,000 2,000[ 1,870 7,000[ 500{ 1000 1010
\eepampatti 377| 3,000 6,662 200 8,570 200 200 350
Visuvasampatti | 1,000{ 3,000 1,000] 20,000 3,000
16 NEWSLETTER APRIL 2026




Mission Sunday / Charity Day Collections

- 2025

Diocesan Schools/ Hostels

SI.No. Schools/ Hostels Amount

1 Aloysius Hostel, Elathagiri

2 Collette Hostel, Christhupalayam

3 Don Bosco Mat Hr Sec School, Dharmapuri 20,440

4 Don Bosco Mat Hr Se School, Krishnagiri 18,142

5 | John Britto Hr Sec School, Christhupalayam

6 RC Fathima Primary School, Krishnagiri

7 RC Fathima Boy's High School, Krishnagiri

8 Sacred Heart Home for Boy's, Selliampatti

9 Sacred Heart Hr.Se.c School, Selliampatti

10 | St.Antony'sHr. Sec. School, Elathagiri 55,000

11 St.John’s High School, Kovilur

12 | St.John’s Hostel, Kovilur 5000

13 | St.Joseph's High School, Thenkaraikottai

14 | St.Joseph'sHr. Sec. School, Sesurajapuram 7104

15 | St.Xavier's Academy, Mathigiri 30,000
Total 135686

Mission Sunday / Charity Collections -2025 Religious Congregations of

Men & Women: Schools, Institutions& convents

Schools/Institutions Name of | Amount
Congregation

Achievers Academy, Bommidi MMI
Amal Hr. Sec. School, Vimalapuri SMMI
Amala Nursery & Primary School, Dharmapuri SMMI 30,000
Arulagam Girls Home, Christhupalayam FSM 3,000
Auxilium Mat. Hr. Sec. School, & Convent -Sogathur FMA 3,000
Bethlemite Convent and School, Nellimarathupatti BETHL
Boarding, Irudayapuram CIC 1000
Carmel Retreat Centre, Sogathur CMI
CIC, Convent, Kandhikuppam CIC 1000
Cluny Convent, Adaikalapuram SJC
Convent, Selliayampatti MC
Convent, Sundampatti FST
Convent, Thenkaraikottai FSAG
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De Paul High School, Adaikalapuram VC

Dispensary and Convent, Kadagathur SMMI

Dispensary and Convent, Sesurajapuram FIHM

Divine Mercy Retreat Centre, Denkanikottai VC

Fathima Hospital & Primary School, Mathigiri FSM

Formation House, Sollepuram SOLA

Gonzaga Collage, Elathgiri FSAG

Hospital, Selliayampatti SJC

Hostel and convent,Christupalayam FSM 3000
Koinonia John the Baptist, Puspagiri KJB

Lourdes Hospital, Mathagondapalli FSM 3,000
Mary Ward School,&lllam Mittapalli CJ 2,000
Mercy Convent, Dasarapalli SOLM
NalamAddiction Centre, Sogathur MSFS

Nirmala Convent, Kovilur SRA 1,000
Notre Dame Academy, Pochmapalli SND 5,000
Our Lady's Primary & Hr. Sec. School, FSM 20000
Mathagondapalli

PuthuvalzvuSiruvar lllam, Harur SJ

Sagai Stampa, Bagalur SDB

Shrine, Order of St. Benedict, Nagamangalam 0SB

Sisters of Destitute, Chennathur SD

Snehagram, Veppanapalli CF

St. Anne’s CBSE, Krishnagiri FSM 5000
St.Anne’s Nursary & Primary, Krishnagiri FSM 10000
St. Anne’s Matric School, Averipalli SAB

St. Augustin Matric School, Onnalvadi AMS

St. Jonh Bosco Schools & Convent, Hosur FSM 50,000
St. Joseph’s Hr. Sec. School & Matric School, SSM
Denkanikottai

St. Lucy Matric&ICSC Schools, Palacode SJC

St. Mary’s Matric School, B.pallipatti SMMI

St. Anne’s Convent, Harur FSAG

St. Anne’s Girls Hr. Sec School, Krishnagiri FSM 25,000
St. Anne’s Aided Primary School, Krishnagiri FSM 10,000
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St. Anne’s Hospital, Elathgiri FSM 3000
St. Anne’sMat.Sec School, Bagalur SAAM
St. Anne’sNursery School, Krishnagiri FSM
St. Augustine School, Onnalvadi AMS
St. Joseph’sCBSC School, Sipcot FSPM
St. Joseph’s Mat School, Sipcot FSPM
St. Joseph’s Primary School, Sipcot FSPM
St. Joseph’sWomen College, Sipcot FSPM
St. Louis Hospital, Krishnagiri FSM 10000
St. Mary’s English School, Shoolagiri HM 10000
St. Mary’s Hr. Sec. School, B.Pallipatti SMMI 3,000
St. Mary’s Nursery & Primary School, Pennagaram ALCP
St. Mary’s Nursery, Primary &Hr. Sec. School, Harur SJ
St. Thomas Boarding & School, Kovilur FIHM
St. Thomas Home for working women, Krishnagiri FIHM
Total 198000
PROCURATOR DESK - APRIL 2026
SEMINARIANS FUND
Fr.D.Devasagayam 7410
Dharmapuri Parish 15000
Total 22410
CATHEDRAL FUND
Mr. Amala Mary —Hosur 50000
Anonymous Donations 105000
Mrs.Anne Arokia Mary - Chennai 50000
Total 205,000
MEDICAL FUND
Carmel Retreat Centre - Sogathur 21000
Don Bosco College - Sogathur 25000
Parish Priest — Bagalore 10000
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Elathagiri — Hostel 10000
Parish Priest - Sesurajapuram 25000
Parish Priest - Christupalayam 5000
Parish Priest — Palacode 5000
Parish Priest — Denkanikottai 20000
Parish Priest — Elathagiri 10000
Parish Priest — Krishnagiri 20000
Parish Priest — B.Pallipatti 5000
Parish Priest — Sollepuram 10000
Soolagiri — Convent 10000
Parish Priest — Biligundu 3000
Nagamangalam Shrine 10000
Parish Priest — Dinnur 4000
Parish Priest — Visuvasampatty 10000
Parish Priest — Selliampatty 5000
Parish Priest — Averipalli 5000
Parish Priest — Mathigiri 10000
Parish Priest — Pochampalli 5000
Parish Priest — Pushpagiri 5000
Parish Priest — Mathagondapalli 5000
Parish Priest — SIPCOT 45000
Parish Priest - Soolagiri 8000
Hosur Vicariate 10000
Parish Priest — Palacode 7000
Parish Priest - Dharmapuri 15000
Parish Priest - Kovilur 10000
Parish Priest - Thenkaraikottai 5000
Parish Priest - Pappireddipatti 5000
Parish Priest - Kandhikuppam 10000

TOTAL 353,000
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Dear Rev. Fr. Parish Priest, Headmaster, Correspondent,
Principal and Manager

This is a gentle reminder of all the parish priests, Principals,
Headmasters, Correspondents and Managers. Kindly update
your parish account/school/hostel in the software and
arrange to submit the account with following records.

= Bills and vouchers should be numbered properly as per
the journal.

= Trail balance, receipts, payments and ledger statements
required (for those who write the books of accounts
manually).

= Bank statement(s) from 1st April 2025 to 31st March
2026 (Xerox copy authorized by Bank Manager).

= Fixed Deposits (if any) - (Xerox copy of FD receipt).

= For Income/receipt-receipt, book(s) is needed for
verification.

= Kindly go through the financial forms of the diocese and
you will get a better understanding regarding the
submission of the accounts.

= In the absence of above records, the auditor will not
accept the parish/school/hostel/institution accounts for
the audit. Kindly submit the accounts with all records as
above and cooperate with us for final audit of the diocese.

[ sincerely thank all the parishes and institutions that have
remitted the Universal Collection promptly to the Diocese.
Your cooperation and support are deeply appreciated. At the
same time, I kindly request those parishes and institutions
which have not yet remitted the Universal Collection to take
keen interest and do the needful at the earliest.

- Fr. Isaias, Procurator
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Vatican News for the Month of March, 2026

LFinal Lenten meditation: A free life is loving unconditionally
Fr. Roberto Pasolini, Preacher of the Papal Household, delivers
his Lenten meditation and reflects on the theme “The freedom of
the children of God: Perfect joy and death as a sister,” recalling
the final stages of the earthly journey of St. Francis of Assisi, who
learned “to accept his own fragility” and smallness.

St. Francis guided by God in the poverty of his life

The Capuchin preacher emphasized that Francis became a saint
because he learned “to be guided by God in the concreteness and
poverty of his existence.” Therefore, as an alter Christus, he was
able to welcome the Holy Spirit with openness. Towards the end
of his life, Italian Franciscan friar Thomas of Celano recalled,
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Francis had “transformed into a living prayer,” meaning “his
entire way of life had become like a continuous prayer.”

The journey of perfect joy

In those final years, however, Fr. Pasolini continued, St. Francis
went through the “greatest temptation”. The Order of Friars
Minor “grew and transformed” and he “felt sidelined, almost
useless, even considered an 'idiot.”

Francis shared with another friar, Brother Leo, who was with
him at Santa Maria degli Angeli, the parable of “true and perfect
joy,” asking him to list beautiful things “that could be a source of
pride for him and for the Church.”

In the end, Francis asked Brother Leo to write that “in all these
things there is no perfect joy,” and explained that “authentic joy
is revealed when rejection, humiliation, and misunderstanding
cannot take away our peace.” True joy, Fr. Pasolini commented,
lies in the way “we react in adverse circumstances, when we are
rejected and excluded.”

Happiness, he continued, is not about protecting oneself from
reality, but about learning to embrace it even when it hurts,
without being overwhelmed. Tt is there that the Christian life
becomes concrete, and we learn to hold on to a joy that doesn’t
depend on how things go, but on how we choose to live them.

Perfect joy, then, is not the “absence of wounds,” but “freedom
from being defined by them. It is a freedom that does not erase
pain, but prevents it from having the final word.”

The Beatitudes: The promise of a full life

In the Gospel, Jesus shows how “this way of living - free even in
the face of hatred and persecution - is the completed form of the
new life in His name.” This is evident at the beginning His public
ministry when he preaches the Beatitudes, which are not a law
but a promise, “not a program of moral perfection, but the
revelation of happiness already at work in the heart of reality.”
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The Beatitudes do not invite us to flee from reality nor to
postpone happiness to a distant future. They ask us to dwell
more deeply in what we live, even when it appears fragile and
unfinished. They announce that the path to a full life passes
through our concrete experience, through who we are and what
we are going through.

The stigmata: Consequences of love

The Capuchin preacher’s meditation then touched on the theme
of mystical phenomena, in which “the mystery of Christ's
suffering is reflected in the body of the believer,” as in the event
of Francis’ stigmata on Mount La Verna.

God does not “need our pain to be satisfied or glorified,” and
when “He touches a person deeply, He is not adding pain but
transforming and transfiguring what is already present in their
story, making it a sign and consequence of love.” St. Francis
ascended to La Verna with a tired body, eyes marked by an illness
that was leading him toward blindness, and a soul burdened by
the “great temptation” of feeling sidelined in an Order that had
grown excessively.

And there, God intervenes not “by adding new wounds but by
transforming those already present in life.”

The suffering of Francis - the failure of his projects, the
misunderstanding of the brothers, the loneliness of one who has
given himself unreservedly - cease to be a burden held inside and
become a place of relationship. What seemed to separate him
from others becomes what unites him with Christ and,
consequently, reconciles him with his brothers.

Pain does not have the final word

The stigmata, Father Pasolini recalled, are thus “the visible sign
of an inner transformation.” Francis descended from La Verna
“with a marked body and a free heart.” Pain does not disappear,
but it no longer has the final word. This is good news for us today.
Suffering does not vanish, “but it no longer has the power to close

APRIL 2026 NEWSLETTER 29




us off. In the depths of our hearts, we discover we have a peace
that nothing and no one can take away.”

The pains of life leave signs in us that we do not always
understand and that we often struggle to accept. They are
wounds that remain open to two possibilities: they can close us
off in resentment or flight, or they can become spaces of growth
and freedom.

Naked on the bare earth

St. Francis, Father Pasolini reminded everyone, dies as a man in
need, not as a Christian hero. Rather, he is laid down naked on
the bare earth. This is the fulfillment of his entire life, because
“stripping away had been the red thread of his whole journey.”

When he had removed all his clothes in the city square, “he put
on the habit as one wears freedom. Now, at the end of his
pilgrimage, even that final garment is no longer needed.” He
fought the good fight of faith. He became a true son of God. In the
beginning of the world in Book of Genesis, for Adam and Eve,
“nakedness is transparency; it is the condition of one who lives
without defenses because they receive everything as a gift. It is
the serpent who introduces suspicion, insinuating that life must
be possessed and protected.” From that moment, nakedness
becomes shame.

Christ fulfills this story on the cross, naked, exposed, but all the
while continuing to bless. It is there that God reaches man at the
most fragile point of his existence and permanently dispels any
suspicion about life and death. The antidote to fear is not a
stronger defense, but the opposite: stopping the defense, opening
your arms, and learning to receive.

For Francis, Fr. Pasolini emphasized, “the final nakedness at the
Porziuncola is not just the coherence of an ascetic journey; it is
the reconciliation of a man with himself.” This is why the Church
recognizes him as a saint.

He learned to accept his own fragility, to live as a son and as a
brother, no longer ashamed of his smallness. It is precisely in this
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accepted littleness that he found the greatest freedom: the
freedom to dedicate himself to the Church and the world with
generosity, without measure, without calculation, and without
defenses.

II.Pope's Vocations Day Message: 'The Interior Discovery of
God's Gift'

Pope Leo X1V releases his message for the upcoming World Day
of Prayer for Vocations, observed this year on Sunday, April 26,
and reiterates that "every vocation is an immeasurable gift for the
Church and for those who receive it with joy.'

Pope Leo XIV has released his message for the 63rd World Day
of Prayer for Vocations, which falls this year on April 26, the
fourth Sunday of Easter, also called "Good Shepherd Sunday.'

The Pope called the day "an occasion of grace in which we share
some reflections on the interior dimension of vocation,
understood as the discovery of God’s free gift that blossoms in
the depths of our hearts." He also called it an opportunity to
‘explore together the truly beautiful path of life along which the
Shepherd guides us."

His beauty makes us beautiful

Recalling that in the Gospel of John, Jesus describes Himself as
the “Good Shepherd,” ready to give His life for His sheep, thus
revealing God’s love, Pope Leo emphasized, "He is the Shepherd
who draws us to Himself, whose gaze reveals that life is truly
beautiful when one follows Him."

The Pope noted that contemplation and interiority are required
to recognize this beauty, observing that only the one who pauses,
listens, prays, and welcomes the Shepherd’s gaze can say with
confidence, “I trust Him; life with Him can truly be beautiful.'

"What is most extraordinary,” Pope Leo observed, 'is that, in
becoming His disciple, one truly becomes 'beautiful’; His beauty
transforms us.’
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He recalled that St. Augustine had this experience of life, faith,
and meaning. Acknowledging the sins and errors of his youth,
Augustine discovered the beauty of the divine light that guides
him in the darkness.

Such a relationship based on prayer and silence, Pope Leo said,
when cultivated, opens us to receive and actively respond to the
gift of vocation.

An adventure of love and happiness

The Pope said it is never "an imposition or a one-size-fits-all
model to which one merely conforms" but "an adventure of love
and happiness.’

"Thus, on the basis of caring for the interior life," he said, "we
must urgently recommence our vocational ministry and renew
our commitment to evangelization."

In light of this, the Pope invited everyone, 'families, parishes, and
religious communities, as well as bishops, priests, deacons,
catechists, educators, and all the faithful,’ to commit themselves
more fully to creating conditions that allow this gift to be
embraced, nourished, protected, and accompanied so that it may
bear abundant fruit.

'‘Only when our surroundings are illumined by living faith,
sustained by constant prayer and enriched by fraternal
accompaniment, he said, "'can God’s call blossom and mature.'

His loving gaze enlightens our hearts

The Lord, Pope Leo said, knows us and enlightens our hearts
with His loving gaze. In fact, he highlighted, every vocation
begins with the awareness and experience of a God who is love.

"The Lord knows us profoundly, has counted the hairs of our
head, and has envisaged for each person a unique path of holiness
and service," the Holy Father said.

Yet this awareness, he underscored, must always be reciprocal,
for "we are invited to know God through prayer, listening to the

32 NEWSLETTER APRIL 2026




Word, the Sacraments, the life of the Church and works of
charity for our brothers and sisters."

‘Every vocation is an immeasurable gift for the Church'

The Pope called on young people to listen to the voice of the Lord,
who invites them "to a full and fruitful life," calling on them to
put their talents to use and to unite their limitations and
weaknesses with the glorious Cross of Christ.

For young people to come to know the Lord, he urged them to
make time for Eucharistic adoration; to meditate faithfully on the
Word of God, so that they may put it into practice each day; and

to participate actively and fully in the sacramental and ecclesial
life of the Church.

Through the intimacy of friendship with Jesus, the Pope said,
they will discover how to give of themselves, whether through
marriage, the priesthood, the permanent diaconate, or
consecrated life.

"Every vocation," he said, 'is an immeasurable gift for the Church
and for those who receive it with joy.'

St. Joseph trusted even when all seemed shrouded in uncertainty

Pope Leo noted that to know the Lord means above all learning
to entrust oneself to Him and to His providence, and observed
that life reveals itself as a continual act of trusting in the Lord and
abandoning ourselves to Him, "even when His plans unsettle our

"

Oow.

In a special way, he cited St. Joseph, who, despite the mysterious
and unexpected pregnancy of the Virgin, trusted the divine
message revealed in a dream and welcomed Mary and her child
with an obedient heart.

'Joseph of Nazareth," he said, "is an example of complete trust in
God's designs. He trusted even when everything around him
seemed shrouded in darkness and uncertainty, when events
appeared to diverge from his own plans. He trusted and
abandoned himself to God."
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Pope Leo recalled that the Lord does not abandon us in our
darkest hours, but comes to dispel every shadow with His light.

"Through the light and strength of his Spirit, even amid trials and
crises," Pope Leo said, "we can see our vocation grow and mature,
reflecting ever more fully the beauty of the One who has called us
- a beauty shaped by fidelity and trust, despite our wounds and
failures."

We are to be with Jesus in every circumstance of life

The Pope said that a vocation is not a fixed point, but a dynamic
process of maturation sustained by intimacy with our Lord. We
are to be with Jesus, the Pope said, allowing the Holy Spirit to act
in our hearts and in the circumstances of life, and reinterpreting
everything in light of this gift.

'Like the vine and the branches," the Pope said, 'our whole lives
must be rooted in a strong and vital bond with the Lord, so that
we may more wholeheartedly respond to his call through our
trials and necessary pruning.”

Nourished by a daily relationship with Him

A vocation, therefore, he explained, is not 'an immediate
possession - something 'given' once and for all," but rather a path
that unfolds much like life itself. "The gift we have received must
not only be protected but also nourished by a daily relationship
with God in order to grow and bear fruit."

Thus, the Pope called for everyone to cultivate their personal
relationship with God through daily prayer and meditation on
the Word.

'Pause, listen, and entrust yourselves," he said. 'In this way, the
gift of your vocation will mature, bringing you happiness and
yielding abundant fruit for the Church and the world."

Finally, Pope Leo implored the Virgin Mary, model of the interior
acceptance of divine gifts and expert in prayerful listening, to
‘always accompany you on this journey!'
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