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Mass at Cana Retreat centre
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B2 BISHOP’S MESSAGE g
Iy

My Dear Fathers, Sisters and Laity in Risen Christ,

We celebrate the feast of St. Thomas the Apostle on 314
July every year and we are reminded of the profound impact of
faith on our lives. St. Thomas, often referred to as 'Doubting
Thomas," is a powerful symbol of the human experience of doubt
and the transformative power of encountering the risen Christ.

St. Thomas' feast is a celebration of his unwavering commitment
to the truth and his unshakeable faith in Jesus Christ. His story
serves as a reminder that faith is not about blind acceptance, but
about encountering the living God. Through his journey, we are
reminded that doubt can be a catalyst for deeper faith and
understanding.

As we reflect on St. Thomas' life and legacy, let us consider the
following aspects of faith

Faith is a journey: St. Thomas' journey of faith was marked by
moments of doubt and uncertainty. Yet, he persevered and
ultimately declared, "My Lord and my God!" (John 20:28). Our
own faith journey may be marked by similar moments of doubt
and uncertainty. Yet, with perseverance and openness to God's
presence, we can deepen our faith and relationship with Jesus.

Encountering the risen Christ: St. Thomas' encounter with the
risen Christ transformed him into a bold witness of the Gospel.
As we reflect on our own encounters with Jesus, let us ask
ourselves: How has Jesus touched my life? How can I share this
experience with others? %

The power of testimony: St. Thomas' testimony of faith has &
inspired countless individuals throughout history. As we share
our own testimony of faith, we can inspire others and build a &
community of believers. B
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¥« courage and conviction. May we be inspired by his example to:

2% Share the Good News: St. Thomas was a bold witness of the
%% Gospel, proclaiming the Good News to those around him. May
%4 we, too, share the Good News with others, using our words and
< actions to spread love, hope, and joy.

%z Serve the marginalized: St. Thomas' ministry took him to
%+ distant lands, where he served the marginalized and proclaimed
<: the Gospel. May we, too, serve those in need, using our talents
%% and resources to build a more just and compassionate world.

g

g
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%% Build communities of love and compassion: St. Thomas' legacy
&% isatestament to the power of community and the importance of %
3% building relationships with others. May we, too, build §
¥ communities of love and compassion, supporting one another on
=% our faith journeys. <
b
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%% As we celebrate the feast of St. Thomas the Apostle, may we be
w4 inspired by his example to deepen our faith, share the Good
<: News, and serve those around us. May the intercession of St.
3% Thomas guide and strengthen us on our journey of faith. May we
¥4 continue to proclaim the Gospel with courage and conviction,
= and may our lives be a testament to the transformative power of
S faith.

Ba Happy feast of St. Thomas the Apostle!!

B

b

Pe May God bless you all!!

P
Iy Iy,
B With my prayers and blessings, ¥
Iyd . W
o % Lawrence Pius, D.D.,
b . A
P Bishop of Dharmapuri ¥
Iy .
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<% LCollection for Pontifical Society of St. Peter the Apostle
5 P
#& 29t of June Sunday will be the day for the Special collection for
&% the Pontifical Society of St. Peter the Apostle, which helps for the %
}E formation of the seminarians to Priesthood and Religious life. }E
<% May I remind all the Parish Priests to remit the amount to the
%% Diocesan Procurator as early as possible. 5
T p
£% 2.Diocesan Educational Fund 5
b g
£& Asevery year, this year too I make an earnest appeal to all the #;
%+ Parish Priests and the Heads of the Institutions, both diocesan &3
¥ and Religious to contribute your mite to the education of the
%5 poor and deserving children of our diocese. Please be generous for
i thy <
o this cause. B
%% 3. On - Going Formation 5
* . . . . O
7% There will be On - Going formation for diocesan clergy next s
«: month. The dates for the on - going formation this year will be on ¥
% S5™hand 6™ August 2025. Please mark these dates in your diary. All
w¢ diocesan priests are expected to attend without fail. Bo
¥ 4. Clergy Monthly Recollection for the month of July will be at %5
& the Vicariate level. B2
=
fes BISHOP’'S PROGRAMME- JULY 2025 B
| Date & Day | Time Programme 5
1162 2.7.2025 Classes at St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore

Tue & Wed

3.7.2025 4.00 pm |Thanksgiving mass,
Thursday declaration of St. Thomas mount as minor
basilica, Chennai

4&5.7.2025 26™ CBCI Bishops - Theologians
Fri & Sat Colloquium at NBCLC Bengaluru
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;:‘2 430 pm |Feast of Our Lady of Carmel, Sogathur
#¥4|Saturday

::‘2 6-10.7.2025 TNBC / TNLBC Meeting at Poondi
#¥4|Sun - Thu

::‘2 13.7.2025 8.30am |Feast Mass & Confirmation, Krishnagiri
#¥4|Sunday

::‘2 14.7.2025 10.00 am |Commisions secretaries’ meet,
#¥Monday Bishops House

?:‘Z 17.7.2025 11.00 am |General body meeting, DSSS

;'\2 Thursday 3.00 pm |Retreat Mass, Sogathur

g'é 18.7.2025 Flag hoisting & Mass, Thalampur
$;|Friday (Chingleput Diocese )

11972025 [10.00 am [Silver Jubilee Mass of Bro.Alex SG,
$;|Saturday Kethampatty

;"2 20.7.2025 8.30am |Feast mass, Cathedral, Dharmapuri

zvé Sunday 11.00am |SC/ST commission general body

& meeting,Bishop’s house

g'é 6.00 pm |Madha Tv Mass, Salem

}E 21-23.7.2025 Classes at St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore
;:\f Mon - Wed

;'\2 26.7.2025 10.00 am |Silver Jubilee Mass of Fr.Zacharias,
$|Saturday Kandikuppam

;:\2 6.00 pm |Mass, Vetuvakanni

b (Chingleput Diocese )

;:\f 27.7.2025 11.00 am  |First Holy Communion and Book release,
%4|Sunday Agraharam

;:‘2 6.00 pm  |Feast Mass, Katpadi

;:‘f 28-30.7.2025 Classes at St. Peter’s Seminary, Bangalore
¥#[Mon - Wed

;:‘f 31.7.2025 3.00 pm |Retreat Mass, Sogathur

%/ Thursday
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i Diocese of Dharmapuri
%  New Senate members - 30™ June 2025

74 LElected Senate members

Fr.S.Savariappan :
Fr.S.Jesudoss g
Fr.R.Adiruben Nolase B
Fr.M.George P
Fr.C.Micheal Andrews g
Fr.F.Jackson Louis B
Fr.R.Arockiyasamy P
Fr.L.Robert 3
. Fr.Chinnapan :
#: 10. Fr.R.Micheal Raj (Jr) <

A4
Abﬂ
OO N U W

¥ IL.Ex - Officio

¥: 11. Msgr.Arockia Savariappan - Vicar General
3% 12. Fr.Isaias

¥ 13. Fr.A Susai Raj
%+ 14. Fr.S.James

\

Procurator
Chancellor
Superintendent of Schools

\

\

< III.Nominated Members

=% 15. Fr.K.Maria Joseph

%% 16. Fr.L. Zecharias

¥4 17. Fr.Martin Christudoss
18. Fr.Albert William

19. Fr.Antony Pushparaj &
20.Fr.Y.Gnanapragasam B

B U 10 190 10

Bishop.Lawrence Pius DD., &
Bishop of Dharmapuri i
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mem : 2025 gg¥emed 12, 13 (Fevfl, @muimD
&Lib : Gy uevofl [Bemeowitd, HapLoyl.
&MUy ser :
< UGLIL&ET SMemed O.30 LDettfl&@ SHeURIGLD. CBILD SHeUMMLDED
aUhEl LMIO&EGES ABeYNISSILGBDTEET. LDTened 4 LDeoolisE
6UGLIL|&6T (LPIREUEMLIL|LD.
<+ QEGLLSS 6ubLD Semenehi/SenbeLetorseafeor eLHEDMT
&pevorLmib mrerfled BL&GSLD Ay Luinduied LmIGsHDTED
DL BGLD 2_MmiI%6T LD&60T/LDEEThES &([HLDETOT (LPeOTSHWIMTILIL
EMOTISLD 6ULPMRISLILIBLD.
< UMIE SlmeTuesofwimeniser Snlpaes &g Q&TGHSI.
Ben6ehIT/SeTLDELICTOTHEBL 60T SleT&H6ng OLIHEDTEHEBLD
SHEUDMLDED LBICENS Sn(BSH6D HEUEDTLD C1FQIHSILDLILY 60TL|L 60T
GaLBEeSMETEMILGENTHET.

o
8

*  LUMBIGSHLIMENTEHET SHMHISEHL60T SheleedlipLd

Uk Sldpemuesofiwinentfleor uflbglenTs SL1&HLpLD

LuID& &L.L6DOTLDME 6T600TEITM) eBUMLILD (erh. 800/-) eTBSHSI6UT

SNleyISSILGEDTEET.

&GLOUBE LetolléGpailer ASMLIT B&HLP6)&ET

&BLOU SHPDILLGSSISED BeLpe :
&6VLIL| H(HLDEVITRIGET, (LPeMDLULBSHSLILGBLD S(BHLDE0ITRISEHES FmLiL
SH6vfleUGLIL&ET [HeMLGILIMILD.
(BHTET GGLOU LbmLbeorsd] BaLpe) (Bmemed 10 LDevofl (L&D LDMemed
4 pevofl  euem) mibeorisd CHemeulLBLD  &BLOLIMRISEHSHE
SeofllL L 6155860 HLESLILIBLD.
B(BLDETUTLDMEDT (LPSHED &l 6UIBL SLOLUBWITSEBSS AL HaLpey
uRIGSeMm&aiGoGW BLESULUGBL. Golluns  @nmuin  &uib
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Vatican News for the Month of June, 2025

LPope: Papal representatives embody universality of
Church’s desire for peace
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Pope Leo XIV meets with his Pontifical Representatives across
the globe, and urges them to bear witness to the Church’s love
for the world and her desire to do anything possible to stand on
the side of those in need.
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As other Popes have done at their first meeting with their
diplomatic representatives, Pope Leo gifted each with a ring
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3 symbolizing their bond to the Successor of Peter, which bears the
%+ inscription “sub umbra Petri”.
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#% “Always feel bound to Peter, guarded by Peter, sent by Peter,”
74 said the Pope in his address. “Only in obedience and effective
£z communion with the Pope can your ministry be effective for the
%4 edification of the Church, in communion with local Bishops.”

35 Papal representatives, he noted, are an image of the Catholic
#¢ Church and her universality, since they hail from many nations
< and are sent to represent the Pope throughout the world.

i At the same time, added the Pope, no other diplomatic corpsis as
#: united in communion and purpose than the Holy See’s
%+ diplomatic personnel.

3¢ “The diplomacy of the Holy See constitutes in its very personnel
% a model—certainly not perfect, but very significant—of the
£z message it proposes, namely that of human fraternity and peace
%+ among peoples,” he said.

%% Speaking off-the-cuff, the Pope said the ministry of pontifical
¥4 representatives is "irreplaceable," adding that their assistance in

ca g g v g A oA g AR R A iR g AR Ak A AR Ak A Ak A AR Ak AR Pk *
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% choosing candidates for the episcopate is truly essential. :
po Be
& Peter told the lame man that he had no money to offer but that &
£% he would give the man everything he had, saying to him: “In the #;
%+ name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk!” 3

%% The Pope noted that Peter told the lame man to look at him,
74 indicating that his ministry sought to build relationships, just as
papal representatives seek to do with states and international
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94 . 1. B
55 “Always be Peter's gaze!” he said. “Be men capable of building 3
B . . e . S CCe o
¢ relationships where it is most difficult.” Ba
B B
%+ Giving Jesus Christ, added the Pope, means giving “love, bearing 3
£ . : . £
¥2 witness to that charity that is ready for anything.” P
P B
% . . . . . . . B
¢ This mission, he added, is especially important in the places ¥:
&% where war, violence, and injustice leave people crucified. &
5 5
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%5 In conclusion, Pope Leo invited his representatives to be 3
¥ missionaries sent by the Pope to be “instruments of communion s
< and unity in the service of human dignity.” <
P « . L
¥4 “Your presence here today reinforces the awareness that Peter's s
Iyd . . . . ” . « Iyd
& role is to confirm in the faith,” said the Pope. “You yourselves #;
%% need this confirmation first, in order to become its messengers,
:‘V B A%
¥ visible signs in every part of the world.” o
P W
BA . . %
w2 IL.Pope at Audience: There is no cry God does not hear v:
v ILP t Aud Th God d th e
B2 fga
%% Pope Leo XIV holds his weekly General Audience and reflects on 3
Yy . . ) el
< the Gospel account of the healing of the blind man who cried out %
Tys . I Tys
% to Jesus and began to follow Him after his sight was restored. %
% B
£ Pope Leo XIV used his catechesis at Wednesday's General
% Audience to highlight “another essential aspect of the life of s
¥ Jesus, namely, His healings.” B
s B
% . %
%+ The Holy Father reflected on the Gospel account of the healing =
<t of a blind man, Bartimaeus, who cried out to Jesus as He passed
B . R B
%% through the city of Jericho on the way to Jerusalem. %
b b
% Their meeting place, the Pope said, was significant, as Jesus was 5
%% beginning His journey below sea level and ascending to the Holy &
¥ City. Jesus’ journey prefigures His passage to the underworld, 3
Tys . « . Iys
% where He went after His death “to bring back that Adam who fell %
¥ to the bottom and represents each of us.” i
Ty Iyd
:,E The name of the blind man, Bartimaeus, is likewise significant as :,E
w¢ representing one who has failed to live up to his calling. The Pope
Tyd . « Tyd
% noted that the name can be interpreted as “son of honour or &
% admiration,” whereas the blind man has been reduced to begging %
2% by the side of the street. P>
Tyd Iyd
o . . B
¥+ Pope Leo emphasized that Bartimaeus knows how to cry out for
<% help, even when reproached by the crowd; and, although he is
. . « . -Yu
%% blind, “he sees better than others because he recognizes who
% . 5
po Jesusiis. P
& B
Ty Iya
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%5 Jesus responds to his cry because, as the Pope reminded us,
%4 “There is no cry that God fails to hear, even when we are not
i aware we are addressing Him.”
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¥4 However, the Pope noted, Jesus does not go to Bartimaeus but
=5 calls him to Himself. Bartimaeus, for his part, must “cast off his
% cloak,” giving up his security in order to allow himself to be

¥4 healed.

¢ “Many times, it is precisely our securities that stand in our way”
< Pope Leo said. Like the blind man, we must appear before Christ
3% with all our vulnerabilities exposed; “this is a fundamental step
¥+ in any journey of healing.”

%+ Finally, the Holy Father draws attention to Jesus’ question,
¥ “What do you want Me to do for you”; and Bartimaeus’ response:
5 “Let me recover my sight.” His answer, which can also mean “to
@+ look up,” shows that the blind man desires not only to see again,
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< but to “regain his dignity.”

P q ,

%2 “Let us cry out for them, too,” he said, in the certitude “that the

% Lord will hear us and stop.”

1“2

& &
<; IlLPope on Pentecost: The Spirit shatters our inner chains
£ and transforms us &
T . . By
s During the Mass for the Solemnity of Pentecost, Pope Leo XIV

B A%

% recalls how the Holy Spirit accomplished 'something
& extraordinary' in the lives of the Apostles, and suggests that
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i today, the Holy Spirit likewise descends upon us, ready to 3

}E shatter our inner chains, fears, and hardened hearts, to make us %=
& new. o
¥+ '"Today, too, what took place in the Upper Room takes place ¥
<% anew in our midst. Like a mighty wind that overtakes us, like a %
;Y\; . . . . . P
%4 crash that startles us, like a fire that illuminates us, the gift of the
B .. i b A
¥+ Holy Spirit descends upon us. D
Iyd Iy
¥+ Pope Leo X1V offered this comforting reminder during his Mass s
& for the Solemnity of Pentecost, which also marked the Mass for ¥
Tyd 2]
A g;%
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Tyd . . — yd
& the Jubilee of Ecclesial Movements, Associations and New
% Communities, on Sunday morning in St. Peter's Square. B

During his homily, the Holy Father underscored how the Holy
Spirit accomplished "something extraordinary" in the lives of the
Apostles.

Shatters inner chains of Apostles and anoints them

While "following Jesus’ death, they had retreated behind closed
doors, in fear and sadness," now, Pope Leo observed, "they receive
anew way of seeing things, an interior understanding that helps
them to interpret the events that occurred and to experience
intimately the presence of the Risen Lord.'

o
<
<
<
<
P
P
P
-
b
P
-
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P
P
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In this context, the Pope marveled that the Holy Spirit i

‘overcomes their fear, shatters their inner chains, heals their i;

wounds, anoints them with strength and grants them the ¥

courage to go out to all and to proclaim God’s mighty works." £
b

Pope Leo XIV recalled that at Pentecost, the doors of the Upper ¥
Room were opened because the Spirit opens borders, as he
. . . x

quoted the late Pope Benedict XVI's words in a 2005 Pentecost ¥
homily: “The Holy Spirit bestows understanding. The Spirit
overcomes the ‘breach’ that began in Babel, the confusion of mind
. . 3 ‘A

and heart that sets us one against the other. The Spirit opens
borders...' <
R

5

5

5

b

5

b

<V

‘The Spirit opens borders'

Calling this an eloquent image of Pentecost, Pope Leo XIV went
on to reflect on this idea, noting the Spirit "opens border" first of
allin our hearts, and 'is the Gift that opens our lives to love.'

4
%% "His presence,” the Pope reassured, 'breaks down our hardness of
} heart, our narrowness of mind, our selfishness, the fears that }
< enchain us and the narcissism that makes us think only of 1:
i ourselves.’ z,
< Pentecost renews <
% <
;:\2 The Holy Father also recognized that the Holy Spirit also opens ;:
% borders between peoples, underscoring that 'God’s 'breath’
}E JULY 2025 NEWSLETTER 27 }
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%% unites our hearts," 'makes us view others as our brothers and
¢4 sisters," and "breaks down barriers and tears down the walls of
<% indifference and hatred.’
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¥4 With this in mind, Pope Leo XIV reaffirmed, "Pentecost renews
<% the Church, renews the world!"

< 'May the strong wind of the Spirit," Pope Leo concluded before
3 imploring the Blessed Mother in prayer, ‘come upon us and
¢ within us, open the borders of our hearts, grant us the grace of
= encounter with God, enlarge the horizons of our love and sustain
3 our efforts to build a world in which peace reigns.

%z IV.Pope Leo XIV meets Pontifical Commission for the
%+ Protection of Minors

% In the restructuring of the Roman Curia, Pope Francis had
7% elevated the Commission, which works to safeguard and prevent
=z abuse and which he instituted at the start of his papacy, to be
%+ within the Vatican's Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith.

%% Pope Leo, likewise, appealed to the Commission to continue this
¥+ direct communication with him, in order to ensure maximum
< efforts are made to protect minors and the vulnerable, in all
$% respects.
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35 The Church has taken significant steps to address cases of abuse,
¥ including the establishment of their Commission, the updating
& of canon law and other instruments that provide mechanisms for
3 reporting abuse and misconduct by bishops, the obligation of
mandatory reporting to civil authorities in certain jurisdictions,
and a growing body of national guidelines and safeguarding
protocols. But even so, the Commission noted that more needs to
be done on various levels.
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< In April 2022, Pope Francis asked the Commission to present
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what the Church is doing, and what needs to change, in order to {
help competent authorities act.’ B
. . ... B¢

V.Pope at Audience: Looking for meaning in life? Turn to God
B

¥

B
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During his weekly General Audience, Pope Leo XIV reminds the 3
faithful that God waits for us with open arms, no matter how late
we are in responding to His call, and also reminds young people
that if they are seeking meaning in Life, God will offer it to them
and never disappoint.

'God never gives up on us; he is always ready to accept us and
give meaning and hope to our lives, however hopeless our
situation may seem and however insignificant our merits may

appear. '

Pope Leo XIV gave this comforting reminder during his weekly
Wednesday General Audience in the Vatican as he continued his
catechetical series on Jesus Christ Our Hope' for the Jubilee
Year.

This week, the Pope recalled Jesus’ Parable of the workers of the
last hour, in the Gospel passage according to St. Matthew, in
which the landowner who gives the same wage even to the
workers of the eleventh hour, to those who arrived much later
than the others, illustrating the Lord's immense mercy.

In his catechesis, Pope Leo recalled how the workers hired first
are disappointed and unable of seeing the beauty of the
landowner’s gesture, but, the Pope explained, "He wasn't
unfair—he was simply generous. He didn’t look only at merit,
but also at need."

God wants to give everyone full life

The Parable, the Pope suggested, challenges us to examine what
is truly just.For the owner of the vineyard, "that is, for God," the
Holy Father expressed, justice means that everyone receives &
what they need in order to live, while likewise observing that He
called the workers personally, knows their dignity, and wants to ¥
pay them according to that dignity. 3

God, Pope Leo went on to marvel, wants to give everyone His
Kingdom, with "a life that is full, eternal, and joyful.""And that,"
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{‘2 he highlighted, "is exactly what Jesus does with us: He doesn't %
%+ rankus.' And "to anyone who opens their heart to Him," Pope Leo &3
{\2 insisted, "He gives all of Himself." <
}E In light of this Parable, Pope Leo acknowledged that a Christian }E
{E nowadays might be tempted to think, “Why start working right {\f
}‘5 away? If the reward is the same, why work more?,” observing that }E
2% St. Augustine responded to these doubt, saying: “Why then do ¥
{E you delay to follow the one who calls you, when you are sure of {\f
%+ the reward but uncertain of the day? Be careful not to deprive #:
< yourself, through your delay, of what He will give you according ¥
£& to His promise.” &
% %
{\2 Roll up your sleeves, God won't disappoint you {\2
* B A
:'g Before concluding, Pope Leo said he wished to say something to :'g
::‘5 the faithful, and especially the young people. ::E
{E 'Don’t wait, but respond with enthusiasm to the Lord who calls {\2
}E us to work in His vineyard," he underscored, adding, "Don’t }E
< postpone—rollup your sleeves, because the Lord is generous and %
::é you won’t be disappointed!” ::E
¥ God will answer what is the meaning of your life P

<i By working in God's "vineyard," Pope Leo XIV underscored, 'you
3z will find an answer to that deep question you carry within you:
¥« what is the meaning of my life?"
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%4 Therefore, the Pope stressed, 'let’s not be discouraged! Even in
the dark moments of life, when time passes without giving us the
answers we seek, let us ask the Lord to come out again and find
us where we are waiting for Him," for "He is generous, and He
will come soon!"
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